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(Burnaby, BC) — The BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation is reminding parents to make sure that
your child is buckled up safely when you head out on the road this summer.

“It’ simportant to realize that the current regulations relating to child safety seats are the
minimum required standards,” stated David Dunne, director of provincial programs for the
BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation. BC's new regulations will align with best child passenger
safety practices and provide more protection to children. * Parents shouldn’t wait until July 2008.
They should adopt the best practices now to protect their child's safety.”

The current regulationsin BC require the use of child safety seats only for children up to 18 kg
(40 1b.). Most children reach this weight by the time they are four or five years old, which istoo
young to safely use adult seat belts alone.

Children who have outgrown their forward-facing child seat should use a booster until they are 9
years of age unless they have reached the height of 145cm (4' 9") tall. Seat belts are designed to
fit adults. A booster seat will correctly position the vehicle seat belt over your child’s shoulders
and across the hips. Children under 9 who are using a seat belt without an appropriate booster
seat face increased risk of seriousinjury and/or death in the event of a crash.

The current BC regulations also exempt non-parent drivers from child safety seat requirements,
resulting in many children being transported without a child safety seat. Several of these
exemptions will be removed by the new legislation announced by the government last May.

Before driving away for afun filled family holiday, or just across town, make sure that everyone
is buckled up in age appropriate passenger restraints and that child safety seats and booster seats
are properly installed and used correctly. A few simple adjustments can ensure that your child is
as safe as possiblein avehicle.

Follow these four simple rules to help you ensure your child’s safety:

Make sure your infant or child is restrained on every trip — even short ones.

Put your child in the back seat — in most cases, that’s the safest position in the vehicle.
Use the appropriate child safety seat for your young one’s age, weight and size.

Ensure that you install and use the child safety seat correctly.

The use of proper child restraints can reduce the risk of injury and death by up to 85 percent.
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