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mirror mount, continuously measures 
the distance between the vehicle and 
road lane markings as sensors register 
vehicle movements. The control unit 
stores the information and calculates 
whether the driver risks losing control 
of the vehicle. 

When the risk is assessed as high, 
the driver is alerted via an audible 
signal and a text message appears in 
the car’s information display. A coffee 
cup symbol appears with the message 
“time for a break.” 

This test driver has dozed off while at the wheel.

The driver can also continuously 
retrieve driving information from 
the car’s trip computer on his/her 
driving performance. The starting-
point is five bars and as it becomes 
less consistent fewer bars remain. 

“It is, of course, always the driver’s 
responsibility to take a break when 
necessary, but sometimes you might 
not realize that you’re not alert 
enough to drive,” says Levin. “In 
such situations, Driver Alert Control 

can help the driver make the right 
decision, like taking a refreshing break 
or a nap, before the concentration 
level becomes too low.”

Driver Alert Control is expected to 
be available in the Volvo S80, V70 and 
XC70, during calendar year 2008.

Allan Lamb is the Executive Director of 
the BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation and 
Bob McHugh is a freelance automotive 
journalist. This article was originally 
published in The Province newspaper.


